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University We have already remarked on the place of univer-
studies sities in a country's scheme of education. They
may be figured as the apex of a pyramid whose base
is the schools for small children. They are places in which
people not only learn to study, but, what is still more impor-
tant, at least in the great residential universities, also learn to
live. It is only with the studies of a university, however, that
we are concerned at this point. And here let it be said that
there is no reason why any intelligent person, even though he
be not a member of a university, should not form some clear
ideas of the general nature of university studies. On the
contrary, there are many reasons why he should do so, among
them being the fact that he is probably called upon to support
universities financially when he pays taxes, and possibly, also
when he pays local rates. To begin with, then, there is no
essential connection between university studies and universal
knowledge. The real character of university studies lies not in
their number but in their quality. Not only must they be
marked by thoroughness and accuracy (for the narrowest
bread-and-butter studies may be thorough and accurate as far
as they go), but they must be further marked by a consistent
appeal to first principles, by a constant effort to gather help
from kindred studies, and by an almost stern determination to
follow truth wherever it may lead. The ideal university teacher
is he who imbues his students with a love of sound learning,
and leads the ablest of them to "the edge of beyond," whence
they may succeed in extending the boundaries of human
knowledge.
The number of studies pursued in a university is by no means,
of course, a matter of indifference. There was a time, not long
ago, when Oxford, for example, aimed only at giving a culture
which custom demanded in the making of a gentleman. It did
not care for research, and it did not care for science or other
modern studies. Also, "reversing history and disregarding the
example of Salerno, the earliest university in Europe, it aban*